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horse to join the Polish army against the king, and
had thereby given some check to his arms in that
war.

In pursuance therefore of his resolution to quar-
rel with the emperor, but more particularly at the
instances of the princes above-named, his Swedish
majesty had landed the year before at Straelsund
with about twelve thousand men, and having joined
with some forces which he had left in Polish Prus-
sia, all which did not make thirty thousand men, he
began a war with the emperor, the greatest in event,
filled with the most famous battles, sieges, and ex-
traordinary actions, including its wonderful success
and happy conclusion, of any war ever maintained
in the world.

The king of Sweden had already taken Stetin,
Straelsund, Rostock, Wismar, and all the strong
places on the Baltic, and began to spread himself
in Germany; he had made a league with the
French, as I observed in my story of Saxony; he
had now made a treaty with the duke of Branden-
burgh, and, in short, began to be terrible to the
empire.

In this conjuncture the empire called the general
diet of the empire to be held at Ratisbon, where,
as was pretended, all sides were to treat of peace,
and to join forces to beat the Swedes out of the
empire. Here the emperor, by a most exquisite
management, brought the affairs of the diet to a
conclusion, exceedingly to his own advantage, and
to the further oppression of the protestants ; and in
particular, in that the war against the king of Swe-
den was to be carried on in such manner as that
the whole burden and charge would lie on the pro-
testants themselves, and they be made the instru-
ments to oppose their best friends. Other matters
also ended equally to their disadvantage, as the